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The Messages of Israel's Lawgivers : The Laws of the Old 
Testament Codified, Arranged in Order of Growth, and 
Freely Rendered in Paraphrase. By Professor Charles 
Foster Kent, Ph.D. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1902. Pp. xxxiv + 386. $1.50. 

The author will receive the heartfelt thanks of all Bible students 
for his capital little book. To have arranged according to thoroughly 
modern methods of classification the materials of the Old Testament 
legislation which are found in the sources " in perplexing confusion," 
and thus to have given a really serviceable and excellent handbook 
on one of the most important subjects of the Old Testament, is a great 
merit, indeed, and this merit belongs to the full to Professor Kent. 

After a concise and lucid introduction on the growth of Israel's 
laws and institutions and their historical development from the 
modern point of view, the result of which is given on a chart, "the 
laws of the Old Testament are codified, arranged in order of growth, 
and freely rendered in paraphrase" (cf. title) under the following 
heads: ( 1) criminal, (2) private, (3) civil, (4) military, (5) humani- 
tarian, (6) religious, (7) ceremonial laws. These different groups are 
subdivided again in a masterly way, and " in order to bring out the 
historical development of each institution, those in each group or 
subgroup have been arranged in chronological order under the three 
general headings : Primitive, Deuteronomic and Priestly codes." The 
student has thus all the material before him in historical order and is 
enabled to work out his own conclusions. But he is helped by very 
valuable hints. For each chapter is introduced by a brief, but very 
suggestive, introduction which summarizes the contents of the chapter 
and points out the historical connection, the gradual advance of 
thought, and wherever possible the points of contact for the teaching 
of Jesus. Pointed comparisons with the legislations of other ancient 
peoples, especially with the Assyrians and Babylonians, enliven the 
sketches and throw light, not only on the origin, but also on the 
comparative standard of the Israelitish laws. And with it all there go 
concrete answers to the question " Have they [the Hebrew laws] a 
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practical message for the present age and a value unaffected by time 
and change?" (p. ix), thus making the book altogether practical for 
the modern man. 

There are, of course, some points where one will differ with the 
author. Thus his reconstruction of the Decalogue of Exod., chap. 34, 
which follows in the main Wellhausen's, will hardly commend itself to the 
majority of his readers who will be rather inclined to doubt that a 
decalogue originally underlay Exod., chap. 34. Nor will the rea- 
sons of Koster's Herstel, which are accepted by Kent (p. 42), appear 
cogent enough for most. One is somewhat surprised that in connec- 
tion with the desire of the Hebrews for sons, the modern theory 
which connects it with the practice of ancestor worship is not even in 
a footnote referred to; nor is it mentioned in connection with the 
Levirate marriage. One should have liked to see the right of 
redemption treated a little more fully, and not only the right, but also 
the duty of redemption brought out. One wonders that the reason is 
not more definitely given why the family clung with such tenacity to 
its inherited landed property. But, after all, such points where one 
inclines to differ from the author's position or treatment are few and 
do not impair the excellence of the book. 

The table of contents is so good and full as almost to fulfil the 
purpose of a topical index, but one misses the index nevertheless. 
Cross-references might perhaps also be multiplied to good advantage. 
The appendix contains a list of reference books, with judicious remarks 
which the students, for whom the book is written, will greatly prize. 

It is essentially a book for students who want to work and think ; 
for such no other book can be commended with such unreserved satis- 
faction. With the sincere thanks for a book which is excellent from 
beginning to end, may be coupled the earnest wish that the author 
may soon be able to publish his comparative studies of Semitic laws 
and judicial systems which he has promised in the preface. 

Julius A. Bewer. 
Oberlin Theological Seminary, 
Oberlin, O. 



Hebrew Ideals from the Story of the Patriarchs: A Study of 
Old Testament Faith and Life. Part I (Genesis, chaps. 
12-25). By Rev. James Strachan, M.A. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1902. Pp. 204. $0.60, net. 

One who comes to this book in a spirit of criticism is at once dis- 
armed. The writer indorses the higher criticism as represented by 



